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Helpful Hint:  When working 

with heavily textured yarn such 

as this, I highly recommend 

using an inline hook.  The 

deeper set hook helped me 

avoid the inevitable snags and 

pulled threads! 

Cuddly Colfax Bear Hooded Cowl      
 

Where I currently reside inspired me to make my bear 

hoodie cowl.  Located in the beautiful Californian Sierra 

Nevada mountain range, I live in the vicinity of a cool 

town called Colfax. We’re actually six miles further out 

and higher up, but we share the zip code and if 

someone asks where I live, I have to give them a better 

answer than “The Boondocks”!  Bears roam freely 

through my neighborhood, though I have never sighted 

one.  We are told by various agencies to leave them 

alone, they’re more scared of us than we are of 

them(!), and people do post on our neighborhood 

website when they are meandering in the middle of our 

roads so we can all be careful.  The only evidence of 

their presence I have personally experienced is finding 

their droppings on my driveway .    

 

This pattern is meant to fit a teenager/adult; in order to 

modify the size, increase/decrease the hood length by 

increments of 4 chains, and increase/decrease the depth of the hood by two rows.  For the chain that 

links the hood to the cowl, increase/decrease by 2 chains.  Also, the yarn used is very textured, and if 

you’re a beginning crocheter, you may want to substitute Lion Brand Homespun Thick & Quick with Lion 

Brand Wool-Ease Thick & Quick, or Lion Brand Hometown USA.   

 

Heads up here! There is a link to show you what I mean when joining the rounds in the cowl and another 

one I use to illustrate the Magic Circle method. 

 

Materials 

2 skeins Lion Brand Homespun Thick & Quick, Barley 
1 skein Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick & Quick, Black 
1 skein Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick & Quick, Fisherman 
Crochet hook size P or 11.5 mm  
Large eye darning needle 
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Abbreviations 
 
Ch – chain 
Sc – single crochet 
Hdc – half-double crochet 
Dec 1 – decrease 1 st  
Inc 1 – increase 1 st 
Sl st – slip stitch  

 
Hood 
Using Barley, ch 36 

Row 1: hdc in 3 ch from hook, hdc across, ch 2, turn = 34 hdc 
Rows 2 – 12:  hdc across, ch 2, turn = 34 hdc 
Row 13:  hdc the first 15 sts, inc 1 for next four sts, then hdc to end = 38 hdc 
Fold long sides together, sl st along the folded edge.  Turn the hat so the seam is inside.  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cowl 
 
Join yarn at the lower left corner, (looking straight at the hood), ch 7, join with opposite corner, making 
sure not to twist the chain! and hdc around = 30 hdc + 7 ch 
Round 2:  Sl st into join, ch 2, hdc across the chains, again, being very careful not to twist the chain while 
working in it!, hdc around, sl st into first hdc, ch 2 = 37 hdc   
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Round 3:  hdc around, DO NOT CH 2 
Round 4:  change to Black, - do not cut off Barley, just carry it up the back -sl st into first hdc, ch 2, hdc 
18, *inc. 1, hdc* to end, sl st into first hdc, ch 2 = 44 hdc 
Round 5: hdc around, DO NOT CH 2 
Round 6:  change back to Barley, sl st into first hdc, ch 2, hdc around = 44 hdc 
Rounds 7 – 9 : hdc around, sl st into first hdc, ch 2.  End off on Round 9. 

 
Hood Trim 
 
Join Black anywhere on the hood/cowl opening, Crab Stitch around, sl st to join, end off.  
 

Ears - make 2  

Ch 2 counts as a hdc 
 
With Barley, ch 3, join with first ch. 
Round 1:  ch 2, 10 dc in ring, ch 1, turn = 11 dc 
Round 2:  Sc in first 3 sts, hdc in next 2 sts, 1 dc, hdc in next 2 sts, sc to 
end = 11 sts 
Row 3:  Join with black yarn, ch 1, sc 5 sts, inc. 1, sc to end, finish off 
For infant and toddler sizes, change Row 1 to ch 2, 4 dc in ring, tr, 5 dc to 
end, omit Row 2 and proceed as directed. 
 
For “inner” ear, use Fisherman and make a Magic Circle, ch 2 
Row 1:  6 hdc in the circle, shape to an arc, or half circle, ch 1, turn = 7 
hdc 
Row 2:  sc around, end off leaving a long tail for sewing. 
Center the inner ear on the large ear and sew in place. 
 
Fold the hood/cowl in half, establish the center, and place your ears according to that.  I placed mine 
two rows back from the edge, and four posts down from my “center”.   
 
Neaten up the loose ends by either sewing them in (highly recommended with this yarn!) or tucking 
them in with your hook, and wear. 
 
Enjoy! 
 
 
 

 

Helpful Hint:  When 

working the chain for 

the ears, make sure 

you leave a long tail 

for sewing onto the 

hood later on. 
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