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I named this beanie not because of the Donner party that had to resort to cannibalism to survive the 
harsh Sierra Nevada winter, but because the colors 
remind me of the winters here…and Donner Pass is 
just up the road a bit!  This ridiculously easy beanie 
works up fast with a large, simple 1x 1 rib band and 
reverse stockinette stitch for the body.  The pom-pom 
makes a cute anchor to emphasize the slouch.  I use 
the magic round method for this, but it can be easily 
translated to dpns. The pattern is written for an 
average adult head, so the smaller numbers in 
parentheses are for child/toddler and baby, 
respectively.   
 
Materials: 
 
Worsted weight yarn 
1 skein Red Heart Super Saver Minty 
1 skein Red Heart Super Saver Charcoal
Size 8 needles, circular or dpns 
Size 9 needles, circular or dpns 
Pom pom maker – I used Clover brand 
 
Instructions: 
 
With the smaller needles and the mint yarn, CO 72 (64, 56) using the tail of yarn leftover from casting on 
as row marker.  It’s a lot easier than placing an actual marker and having to move it every time you finish 
a round.  Of course, if it works better for you, place a marker when joining.  Work 1 x 1 rib for 3 ¼” (2 ¾”, 
2 ¼”). 
 
Switch to larger sized needles and charcoal yarn – KNIT FIRST ROUND!  I don’t like purling when 
changing colors and I always forget!! Purl each round until cap is approximately 8” (7 ½ “, 6 ¾ “) from 
cast on.   
 
Decrease row:  P1, P2tog, P1 around.  Here I got real lazy and didn’t bother with the stitch count!  But 
never fear – just do one decrease round, and one purl round and repeat until you are left with anywhere 
from 8 – 12 sts.  Don’t worry about a “peaky” look, because we’re going to be putting a pom-pom over 
this area anyway.   
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Cut your yarn, leaving a 7” tail.  Using a 
darning needle, thread the tail through the 
remaining stitches, drop off the needles.  
Pull tightly.   
 
Make the pom-pom using your preferred 
method and secure on top around the 
closure.  Since I use a pom-pom maker, I 
always have two strings hanging from the 
pom-pom.  I use these for securing by 
pulling the strings through to the inside so 
the pom-pom is centered around the 
closure, pulling tight and making several 
sturdy knots.  Now work in all your ends, put 
your hat on and enjoy! 
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